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(57) ABSTRACT

The present disclosure relates to a cell organization and
method for controlling ultra-wideband (UWB) transmitting/
receiving devices, the aim of which is to improve spatial
occupancy (number of transmitters/receivers operating per
unit area) and spectral efficiency (number of transmitters/
receivers operating in a certain frequency range) in a prede-
termined area. The control method is based on configuring the
optimum parameters—transmission power, bandwidth
among others—for each UWB transmitter/receiver present in
each cell. The configuration is calculated by monitoring the
spectral parameters of the UWB transmitters/receivers oper-
ating in the area under control using a series of UWB sensors.
In a preferred embodiment of the disclosure the sensors can
be interconnected using photonic technology.

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
PHOTONIC CELL CONTROL DEVICE AND
METHOD FOR ULTRA-WIDEBAND
(UWB)TRANSMITTERS/RECEIVERS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present applicationis a35 U.S.C. §371 National Phase
conversion of PCT/ES2008/000772, filed Dec. 10, 2008,
which claims benefit of Spanish Application No. 200703431,
filed Dec. 11, 2007, the disclosure of which is incorporated
herein by reference. The PCT International Application was
published in the Spanish language.

OBIJECT OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an organisation and
method for controlling transmitting/receiving systems using
ultra-wideband transmission (systems known by the acronym
UWB), operating in a predetermined geographical area, by
means of their cellular grouping and coordinated manage-
ment. The control method is based on monitoring the spectral
parameters of the devices operating in the area under control.
This monitoring also allows the level of electromagnetic gen-
eration generated by the group of managed UWB cells to be
evaluated with a view to guaranteeing that the limits estab-
lished in the regulations to such effect are not exceeded.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention comprises three fundamental
aspects: in the first place, the organisation of the UWB trans-
mitters/receptors into a group of cells (UWB cells), as a
complementary or replacement transmission system for other
cell systems such as GSM (Global System for Mobile com-
munications), UMTS (Universal Mobile Telephone System)
or equivalents, in the second place, a joint control method for
the UWB devices that allows roaming between said UWB
cells, and in the third place, the spectral monitoring of the
UWB signals present in the radioelectric environment by
means of the steps of transmitter identification and spectral
analysis of the signal generated by those transmitters.

No system or technique is known that describes a cell
organisation of UWB transmitters/receptors with a view to
optimising their functioning as a whole. However, various
devices and methods are known that use UWB signals in
different applications, but these systems and the associated
techniques turn out to be deficient with regards to the effi-
ciency of the communication and can be improved by means
of the object of this invention.

Published patent application number US2007093237
describes a mechanism for locating cellular devices, which
canuse UWB technology among others, with a view to trans-
mitting information. This patent thus describes a localisation
application that can be applied in UWB technology but that
does not use any cellular control or organisation, which
involves inefficiency in the communication.

Published patent application number EP1747616
describes a cellular device in GSM or UMTS technology
wherein the main functioning lies in that grid in such a way
that when the level of the GSM or UMTS signal is low—the
system is in an area without coverage—switching of the
communication to UWB technology occurs. In this way,
UWB connectivity is used as a back-up mechanism, bearing
in mind the potential interference of the 2G/3G signal, but
without including cellular functionalities, which likewise
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2

implies the same limitation in terms of efficiency as the appli-
cation described in the previous section.

On a separate note, published patent application number
WO003084259 describes a UWB communication system
designed to monitor the location of people, in particular chil-
dren, by means of a wrist device. As in the previous case, this
patent describes a simple application of the combination of
UWRB technology together with the GPS (Global Positioning
System) satellite technology and one that does not contain its
cellular configuration and likewise having the same limita-
tions in the efficiency of the communication.

At the same time, published patent application number
GB2399475 describes a mechanism that facilitates the con-
current use of conventional 2G/3G cellular technologies
minimising the interferences between the two. This applica-
tion, likewise, does not describe the possibility of a cellular
configuration, meaning that it presents the same limitations
with regards to the efficiency of the communication as the
patents described in the preceding paragraphs.

It has been considered that it would be convenient to estab-
lish a method and device that solves, at least in part, some of
the problems or inconveniences presented by the known sys-
tems.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention consists of a method and device
capable of improving the spatial efficiency (defined as the
number of UWB transmitters/receptors in simultaneous
operation per surface unit) and spectral efficiency (defined as
the number of UWB transmitters/receptors in simultaneous
operation within the same frequency range) in a predeter-
mined area. This method is referred to as “cellular control of
UWB devices”.

The signal transmitted by the UWB devices presents dif-
ferential characteristics in respect of other wireless commu-
nication systems: the bandwidth of the UWB signal is equal to
or greater than 500 MHz, or its fractional bandwidth is greater
than 25% according to the description contained in the “FCC
First Report and Order” of 14 Feb. 2002.

The spatial and spectral optimisation is achieved by means
of adjusting different parameters of each UWB transmitter/
receptor within an area under control. These parameters may
be radiated power, the range of operating frequencies, the
allocated channel or channels (alternatively, the central oper-
ating frequency may be allocated) among others.

The proposed control method is based, without loss of
generality, on monitoring the radioelectric spectrum of the
UWRB transmitters in operation within the area under control,
calculating the optimum parameters for each one of them and
subsequently configuring them. The configuration may be
carried out, without loss of generality, by means of wireless
communication using any protocol considered appropriate.

In a particular manner, the spectral monitoring can be
carried out using analogue-digital converters based on pho-
tonic technology. These converters offer the advantage of
being able to capture the entire spectrum of a UWB signal
simultaneously, in other words, avoiding the stages of filter-
ing, sweeping and conversion to an intermediate frequency.

In summary, the method described comprises a cell organi-
sation of a set of UWB transmitters/receptors in a predeter-
mined area and the control of their operating parameters. The
control is based on monitoring the spectrum radiated by each
UWB transmitter, which allows the overall level of electro-
magnetic radiation generated by the group of UWB cells to be
evaluated with a view to guaranteeing that the limits estab-
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lished in the regulations are not exceeded. This presents
notable benefits of efficiency in the communication.

The present invention finds its application in the efficient
provision of wireless communication services using UWB
technology.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other characteristics and advantages of the
invention will be described more clearly in the detailed
description that follows of a preferred mode of embodiment,
provided only by way of illustration and not limitation, with
reference to the attached drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 shows the field of application of the UWB cellular
control method and device. This figure shows different UWB
transmitters/receptors operating within the area of cover of a
control node.

FIG. 2 shows an example of the implementation of the
cellular control wherein a central transmitter node sends con-
trol information to the UWB transmitters/receptors operating
within its area of cover. This information can include the
allocation of a channel and/or transmitted power, among
other parameters.

FIG. 3 shows an example of the implementation of the
central control node. This node carries out the spectral moni-
toring of the UWB signal by means of the analysis of the
monitored radioelectric spectrum using a series of UWB sen-
sors placed within its area of cover.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

In order to carry out the following detailed description of
the preferred embodiment of the present invention, perma-
nent reference will be made to the Figures of the drawings,
throughout which the same numerical references have been
adopted for equal or similar parts. Thus, referring, in the first
place, to FI1G. 1, the drawing shows the field of application of
the method and device of cellular control of UWB transmit-
ters/receptors. This diagram shows different UWB transmit-
ters/receptors (1), or UWB receptors (2) only. These devices
are operating within an area made up of the joint individual
coverage of a number of cells (3A) (3B) (3C) wherein UWB
communications are established. Each cell can comprise a
control node (4A) (4B) (4C) which facilitates communication
between the UWB transmitters/receptors. Each UWB trans-
mitter has allocated operating parameters (5) that can include
the transmission power, the channel to use, among other
characteristics and that can be assigned by the control node by
means of a wireless communication. The UWB transmitters/
receptors can move between different areas of coverage car-
rying out what is known as roaming (6). In this case, each time
the UWB terminal moves, for example from (3A) to (3B), a
new allocation of operating parameters takes place.

FIG. 2 shows an example of the implementation of the
UWRB cellular control system for a single cell. In this figure it
can be seen that the system comprises a central transmitting
node (4A) which controls an area of coverage (3A). The
control bases information on the spectral and perhaps time
content of the radioelectric environment (time-frequency
analysis). The spectral information is obtained by means of a
series of UWB sensors (7). These sensors capture the spec-
trum of the UWB signal and allocate the operating frequency
and/or transmitted power, among other parameters, to each
UWRB transmitter within the area of coverage with a view to
optimising the spatial density, the spectral occupancy and
guarantees the compatibility with other wireless transmission
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systems that operate within the band of frequencies of the
UWRB signal. The control information is transmitted to the
UWB devices by the transmitter (4A). This information
includes the operating parameters for each UWB device,
which can include the channel to use, the level of power or the
type of modulation, among others.

FIG. 3 shows an example of the implementation of the
central control node in photonic technology. This node carries
out the spectral monitoring of the UWB signal by means of a
series of UWB sensors. This figure shows, without loss of
generality, a particular implementation based on an analogue-
digital converter complemented by a fibre optic connection of
the different sensors with a central node where the UWB
signals are digitalised with a view to carrying out an analysis
of the full range of frequencies of the UWB signals.

A possible solution for the simultaneous spectral and time
analysis of the UWB signals present within a certain area of
coverage, without prejudice to other solutions, is the imple-
mentation of the example shown in FIG. 3. This implemen-
tation is made up of a supercontinuum (8) type laser source.
This laser source generates narrow optical pulses in time but
with spectral components in a bandwidth that can reach hun-
dreds of nanometers. The optical pulses generated by a super-
continuum laser source can be filtered in frequency (9) with a
view to creating a series of channels by division in frequency,
which s carried to each UWB sensor (7) by means of a stretch
of fibre. In each sensor the UWB radio-frequency signal is
modulated on a corresponding optical channel and transmit-
ted in fibre (11) to a central node for cellular control. Each
sensor (7) comprises an electro-optical modulator (12) which
modulates the UWB signal of radio-frequency, possibly
amplified, captured by an antenna (13) on the corresponding
optical channel. The modulated UWB signal is transmitted by
fibre to a photodetector (14) where it is photodetected, digi-
talised (15) and processed (16) with a view to evaluating the
joint spectral content of the signal captured by the sensors (7).

Based on the spectral content of the UWB signals in the
cellular organisation the optimal operating parameters are
calculated for each UWB transmitter with a view to optimis-
ing the communication capacities and avoiding the genera-
tion of signal levels that exceed the regulations applying to
UWB technology. These parameters are transmitted to the
UWB devices by means of a radiofrequency signal or signals
am.

It is not considered necessary to make the content of this
description more extensive for an expert in the art to under-
stand its scope and the advantages resulting from the inven-
tion, as well as to develop and embody the object hereof.

Nonetheless, it must be understood that the invention has
been described according to a preferred embodiment thereof,
meaning that it may be liable to changes without this entailing
any alteration of its foundations, defined in the attached
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A photonic cell control system for ultra-wide band trans-
mitters/receptors that comprises:

a series of ultra-wide band sensors that capture operating

parameters;

a central transmitting node that receives the operating

parameters from the series of ultra-wide band sensors;
at least one ultra-wide band transmitter; and

at least one ultra-wide band receiver,

wherein the at least one ultra-wide band transmitter is

controlled by the central transmitting node.

2. The photonic cell control system for ultra-wide band
transmitters/receptors, according to claim 1, that further com-
prises:
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a series of photodetectors;

an optical source that creates a channel for each ultra-wide
band sensor;

a series of optical fibers that connect the channel of each
ultra-wide-band sensor to the optical source;

a modulator located on each ultra-wide band sensor that
modulates the signal of each optical channel generating
a modulated ultra-wide band signal;

a series of optical fibers that connect each sensor to one of
the photodetectors wherein the photodetectors detect the
modulated ultra-wide band signal; and

a digitizer that digitizes the signal detected by the photo-
detector.

3. The photonic cell control system for ultra-wide band
transmitters/receptors, according to claim 2 wherein the opti-
cal source is a supercontinuum type laser.

4. The photonic cell control system for ultra-wide band
transmitters/receptors, according to claim 1 wherein the
series of ultra-wide band sensors further comprise an electro-
optical modulator and an antenna.

5. The photonic cell control system for ultra-wide band
transmitters/receptors, according to claim 1, wherein the
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operating parameters include channel to use, transmitter
power level, frequency bandwidth, or kind of modulation to
be employed.
6. A photonic cell control method for ultra-wide band
transmitters/receptors that comprises the steps of:
identifying ultra-wide band devices within a cell by ana-
lyzing signals of the series of ultra-wide band sensors;

monitoring the spectrum of ultra-wide band signals trans-
mitted in at least a cell by the series of ultra-wide band
sensors;

calculating operating parameters that maximize the spec-

tral efficiency; and

transmitting the operating parameters to the at least one

ultra-wide band transmitter.

7. The photonic cell control method according to claim 6
that further comprises the step of allocating new operating
parameters and transmitting such new operating parameters
to ultra-wideband transmitters within a cell when at least one
ultra-wideband transmitter moves between cells.

8. The photonic cell control method according to claim 6,
wherein the operating parameters calculated and transmitted
to the at least one ultra-wideband transmitter are calculated
considering the overall level of radiation generated.
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